Acacia
We know that the Acacia is one of the important symbols of the third degree, but what significance does it have? 

Talking about emerging, in Vedic practice, a small hole is bored into a piece of Acacia wood, a soft piece of wood is then rapidly turned, and a flame emerges, which is used for sacrifice rituals. The Acacia (a.k.a. the Shittah in Exodus 25:10) was also used in the building of the Tabernacle (see Exodus 26) and the Ark of the Covenant (see Exodus 37). Legend also says that it was a crown made of Acacia thorns that Christ wore on his crucifixion, and his cross was made of Acacia wood. 
Also of importance is the fact that the red and white flowers the Acacia tree produce were seen as symbols of birth and death. 
A sprig of Acacia is at times placed in graves, or on caskets, at Masonic funerals. The Acacia is also seen on the 14th Degree cordon.
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The 14th Degree Cordon
