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Limited Edition Fine Art Prints

Masonic Art Book
Monthly Fine Art Raffle

* No Purchase Required

http://www.masonicartbook.com/

First prize: One (1) All Seeing Eye limited edition fine art print
Second prize: $20.00 Saving Coupon for any purchase from MasonicArtBook.com

Third prize: $10.00 Saving Coupon for any purchase from  MasonicArtBook.com

Available for viewing and purchase at:
MasonicArtBook.com

Copyright 2006. All Rights Reserved
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110th U.S. Congress (2007 -2008) H. Res. 33: Recognizing the
thousands of Freemasons in every State in the Nation and hon-

oring them for their...

HRES 33 IH
110th CONGRESS
1st Session
H. RES. 33
Recognizing the thousands of Freemasons in every State in the Nation and honoring them for their many

contributions to the Nation throughout its history.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

January 5, 2007
Mr. GILLMOR submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Oversight and

Government Reform

RESOLUTION
Recognizing the thousands of Freemasons in every State in the Nation and honoring them for their many
contributions to the Nation throughout its history.

Whereas Freemasons, whose long lineage extends back to before the Nation's founding, have set an exan
ple of high moral standards and charity for all people;

Whereas the Founding Fathers of this great Nation and signers of the Constitution, most of whom were
Freemasons, provided a wetiunded basis for developing themselves and others into valuable citizens of
the United States;

Whereas members of the Masonic Fraternity, both individually and as an organization, continue to make
invaluable charitable contributions of service to the United States;

Whereas the Masonic Fraternity continues to provide for the charitable relief and education of the citizens
of the United States;

Whereas the Masonic Fraternity is deserving of formal recognition of their long history ofgbarey for
the citizenry and their example of high moral standards; and

Whereas Freemasons have always revered and celebrated St. John's Day, June 24th, as dedicated to the
patron saints:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolvedhat the House of Representatives recognizes the thousands of Freemasons in every State in the

Nation and honors them for their many contributions to the Nation throughout its history.
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Lodge. Letters or inquiries shoulde directed to Cory

Sigler, Editor, at E-mail: Corsig3@yahoo.com Fax:

201-8251603 All letters become theroperty of the Sign up on the Mailing list to get an email when the
Working Tools Photographs and articles should be sent Lo\ issue is available.

to the attention of the Editor. Every effort will be made to

return photographs but this cannot be guaranteed. Please

include a seladdressed stamped envelope. The Editor

reserves the right to edit all materials receivddne

deadline for the next issue is March 262007.

At the TWT you dondot need a P. H.D.
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Hello Brothers

Happy March to everyone!

|l tds time for St Patrick's da
the clocks ahead. Which means spring is right around
the corner. While your doing your spring cleaning why

dondt you dust off an ol d t yo
meaning to read.

They say that Masonds dondt and f
that might be true. Thinking back to your Fellowship

degree, remember what they said about educating

yourself and how important learning the seven liberal

arts were to Masonry.

When | first started TWTOs to h
well as other new Masonds get ogripbéo

on all the material out there to read. We needed a
way to sort through everything and make it concise,
fun and not too difficult to comprehend. Now that we
are on our 2nd year |1 dm hopinpg to cont
you the most interesting material | can find. Some will
be old some will be new but hopefully always of inter-

est.

Many brothers have emailed me lately with their sup-
port and well wishes which is]fantast:i

looking for feedback from you guys.

Unt i l next ti meé
S&F
Cory Sigler

Corsig3@yahoo.com
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Brother Cory,

I love your research and information you make available to all
Masons. Keep up the great work.

Bro. Doug Jokerst
Jefferson Lodge #43 Jefferson City, MO

It seem like a WHOLE lot of work to get that
out? If there's any way | can help PLEASE

let me know.

Dear Brother, | did not receive

the TWT for December or January.
Thanks
Bro. Rich | don't know what has happened
Lafayette Lodge #27 but it did now come as it has

for the rest of the year. Please
retransmit because | really en-
joy them and | am saving them to
disc. Brother Roy White

Rahway New Jersey

Heck yes i | can use all the help | can
get from you guys )

Never be afraid to send me stuff to
use. CS Brothers 1 it seemed that the server |

use did have problems. Please email me
anytime you need me to help you with
anything at all I CS
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_This Month in History

Q—aq
March

1 19th 1314: Grand Master of the Knights the Ziefeld Follies.
Templar Jacques de Molay was killed by

Pope Clement V and King Philip (The : .
FaiFr)) IV J P 1 24th 1874: Died, Brother Harry Houdini.
' Member of St. Cecile Lodge No. 568

1 21st 1685:Born, F
Bro. Johann Sebasf. -
tian Bach a noted § -
and influential com§
poser.

1 5th 1884: The cornerstone of the Staue
of Liberty was | aid o
New York City NY. Sculpted by Brother
Frederick Auguste Bartholdi.

g 20th 1727: Died, Sir Isaac Newton. Fal 17th 1919:

mous Physicist, Mathematician and As- 50", enter-
t tainer and
ronomer. )
singer Brother
Nat King Cole.

1 31st 1732: Born, Bro. Franz Joseph Member of Tho- §
Hayden. Composer of more than 120 mas Waller
symphonies. Lodge No 49

1 15th 1767: Born, Bro Andrew Jacksony 5th 1924: Debut of the comic strip
the 7th President of the United States. A Li ttl e Or phan Anni eo
Member of Federal Brother Harold Grey. Member of
Lodge No 1 Lombard Lodge No 1098

¢ 12th 1812: Born,
Brother Ignacio
Commonfort. Presi
dent of Mexico.

1 11th 1955: Died, Si
Brother Alexander
Fleming the discov-
erer of penicillin.

1 21st 1869: Born, Bro. Florez Ziegfeld.
Showman and impresario. Founder of
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This brotherhood is not quite as secret as everyone thinks, writes
STEPHEN COAN.

Considering they are supposed to be a secret society, the Freema-
sons are not exactly that secret anymore. They hold race days, golf
days and open evenings in their lodges to which the public are in-
vited. Other fund -raising activities include running charity stalls at
flea markets and the distribution of food parcels.

Such activities are probably the result of a deliberate policy on the
part of Freemasons to come out into the open. Which is what they
were in the past, according to Graham Grenfell, district grand master

of KwaZzulu -Nat al , English constitution. i We
beginning of the twentieth century, but two great wars, the resultant Official Secrets Acts and
the fact that many Masons were arrested and killed by the Hitler and Mussolini regimes saw
Freemasonry go underground, and it never really rose
Grenfell says that operative brethren, working as stone masons, were the backbone of con-
struction projects and hence in the public eye in the

drals were built by operative masons, and they left their marks; even today many of the older

Freemasons are more open than youod

ou

churches show the square and compasses on the foundatio

These symbols and stone masonsd tools etc have become

masonry, and their use, together with the symbolism derived from the building of the temple of
King Solomon, provide the foundations of the Masonic ceremonies and rituals.

Though Freemasonry might not be so secret todvason t her ed

cannot penetrate. You have to be a Freemason to get an entrée to the grips, the passwords (by

which a Mason recognizes a fellow Mason) and the rituals. As a result this fraternal organization

has been described as not so much a secret society, but a society with secrets 0 and one that
still provides grist to the mill of conspiracy theorists, plus novelists like Dan Brown, author of

the best -selling The Da Vinci Code. Many people are still wary of Freemasonry and its motives.

iWe ar e const ad mainlybythecdhpesthatic -styl e churches, 0 says Grenf

challenged, they charge us with not being Christian. But how can we declare that Freemasonry
be for Christians only when members of all religions
swell our ranks, working together in harmony and brotherly love.

(Continued on page
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(Continued from pa8k

iwe are a brotherhood whose sole objective is to build
those in need, both with Masonic connections and the general public.

ASadly, those who criticize say 6yes, but it is secretod
were shown for all to see and if anyone is interested they can read all there is to know about

Freemasonry in libraries around the world. There is no subject, apart from theology, that has

more written about it. There is even a research centre into Freemasonry at Sheffield University

in the UK, where they hold public |l ectures and seminars

If 1tdés difficult to get a grip on Freemasonry itds per
governing body. Worldwide it is made up of bodies known as Grand Lodges. These are inde-

pendent entities that govern the fraternity in a given country or region. To add to the mix many

masonic practices are determined at the individual lodge level, so while all Freemasons agree

on the basics, there are differences between constitutions and countries.

Freemasons progress within the society via degrees. These represent stages of personal devel-

opment. The first degree, being that of entered apprentice, is conferred on new members. The

second degree is fellow craft and the third master Mason. With each degree a Mason is ex-

pected to acquire different levels of understanding from self -knowledge to self -control to help-
ing others. The degrees echo the progress a stone mason would make from apprentice, to

craftsman to master mason in an allegorical sense.

These three degrees are common to, and form the basis of, all Freemasonry. These degrees
plus the royal arch are recognized by Grand Lodges. Beyond are other bodies of Freemasonry
that work degrees up to the 33rd, the highest a Mason can obtain. All are based on holy scrip-

ture and cover aspects from the great flood to rebuil di
sades.

AThere are several |l odges in Pietermaritzburg, 06 says Gr
the English constitution, but there are also Irish, Scottish and South African constitution lodges

that meet to work their ceremonies. All share the same
There are four -and-a-hal f mil |l i on Freemasons worl dwi de. iwWe have
Grenfell.

Al Il service organizations have suf fd&famiylfehas 6 s t he r ush
changed, both spouses work, there are constraints on time, and the ethos of serving others is

in decline. o

The Pietermaritzburg Masonic Centre is home to around 150 practicing Masons from the various
rtes &8 it here are probably the sametnvebdMasagasi ® cfodmgen mee
held once a month, with a recess over the festive season.

Freemasonry officially enters the historical record with the creation of the Grand Lodge in Lon-

don in 1717. There are earlier historical references to some kind of Masonic society from ap-

proximately 800 AD, but it is generally thought the origins of masonry lie in the medieval

guilds, also known for their secrecy. fiThese guilds al/l

AThis was to counter what might be considered industria
methods of building construction, known to a few, such as the calculus for stresses and weight

(Continued on pag6)
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(Continued from pag
di stri bution of roofs and domes. 0

But why the need for some degree of secrecy today?

filtds rather | ike giving away the ending of a fil

Ailf you knew the entire story you would not want
would anyone wish to know when theirs might end and how? Life 0 and Freemasonry & needs
to be experienced and savored. o

So what exactly do you do at meetings? fAWe enact
tial in all men to play their part in society and of course allegiance to their church or belief. To-

day we are builders of men where once we were builders of cathedrals and monuments. The

rituals or ceremonies of our constitution, that is to say the one to which I belong, are based on

the Old Testament until the 16th degree, thereafter they are based on the New Testament and

this then bars certain brethren of other faiths f

A typical meeting sees the first half -hour or so taken up with general business to do with min-

utes and financial matters. A Mason pays a levy to run his lodge and the district office, and a
collection is held for various charities. fAThese
assisting widows and dependents of masons, 0 says

Public charities are the beneficiaries of Masonic race days, or food and book stalls at flea mar-
ket s. iThe money collected from the public goes t
sons goes to Masonic charities. o

Business over, there wild.l be a ritual enact ment .
passed to a higher degree. If not, then often a paper of Masonic interest is presented. Our

meetings are opened with a prayer, as do most public board or council meetings. We end with a
prayer and hymn, usually Abide with Me. OO

The use of prayer, symbolism and rituals makes Freemasonry sound like a religion but this is
not the case, says Grenfell.

iwWe have no dogma o

r ed; we cannot bury or sav
sol e purpose is to bu

cre
ild character, assist others
Take a look through Masonic literature, such as the magazine Freemasonry Today or the Ma-

sonic Quarterly, put out by the Grand Lodge o ffixddn
Aireverendod who are Masons. Grenfell says fAfreemas
they must believe in a single God creator. All are welcome, provided they are men of good
character and can be vouched for by other Masons.

So how does one become a Freemason? There are two
knows someone of good character he may approach him directly. If he appears interested then

he is invited to apply to join after being interviewed by a committee. If prior to this his interest

is not immediate, then he is left to think about it and after a lapse of up to a year he will be ap-

proached once more. I f he is stildl not interested
AiThe other way open to join is to simply ask. One
and a Mason will contact the applicant. o
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Jumping on the Dan Brown bandwagon

By Janet Maslin
Tuesday, February 20, 2007

Take a sacred treasure. Add a secret conspiracy. Attach a
name well known to scholars 8 Dante, Poe, Wordsworth, Archimedes,
Machiavelli, Shakespeare, the Romanovs, Vlad the Impaler,
"Hypnerotomachia Poliphili," whatever & and work it into a story that
can accommodate both the Glock and the Holy Grail. If there's any
room left for the Knights Templar or DNA samples from Biblical figures,
by all means plug them in.

Thanks, Dan Brown. Look what you started. In the sound-like-Brown
genre the stakes are high, the scruples are absent and the copycatting
is out of control. Brown's next book (possibly to be called "The Solo-
mon Key," arrival date unknown) is already a pre-sacred text.

"The Solomon Key" is so hotly anticipated that it has prompted
a not-half- bad "Guide to Dan Brown's 'The Solomon Key."™ Its author,
Greg Taylor, has conducted intriguing research into Brown's supposed
subject matter, about which Brown has dropped quite a trail of Internet
breadcrumbs. (The Freemasons and the Founding Fathers just may
figure in Brown's plotting.) As befits his material, Taylor is more con-
cerned with connect-the-dots cryptology than with verification. So he is
not troubled that his primary source, namely Brown's book, doesn't offi-
cially exist.
Meanwhile there are many others who study Brown's tactics and mimic
Brown's tricks. Riding Brown's coattails, they have established their
own Pavlovian relationships with the reading public. Brown is the reason we can look forward to something
called "The Archimedes Codex" in May.

The much-borrowed Brown formula involves some very specific things.

The name of a great artist, artifact or historical figure must be in the book's story, not to mention on its
cover. The narrative must start in the present day with a bizarre killing, then use that killing as a reason to in-
vestigate the past. And the past must yield a secret so big, so stunning, so saber-rattling that all of civilization
may be changed by it. Probably not for the better.

This formula is neatly summarized on the cover of Julia Navarro's "Brotherhood of the Holy Shroud,” a
copy so blatant that it managed to knock "The Da Vinci Code" out of the top spot on Spain's best-seller lists. It
goes like this: "One of History's Most Sacred Treasures ... An Age-Old Secret Conspiracy ... Now the Truth Is
Revealed" Or as the cover of Michael Gruber's forthcoming "Book of Air and Shadows" puts it: "A distinguished
Shakespearean scholar found tortured to death. A lost manuscript and its secrets buried for centuries. An en-
crypted map that leads to incalculable wealth.” These are clues in the hunt for a hidden treasure for which men
are willing to kill 8 and die. It's a tough guy's game. Sensitive types need not apply.

Similar jacket copy heralds "The Alexandria Link," by Steve Berry, whose five novels have all been varia-
tions on this game plan. Berry's latest bait is the lost Egyptian Library of Alexandria. The cover summary says:
"At stake is an explosive ancient document with the potential not only to change the destiny of the Middle East
but to shake the world's three major religions to their very foundations." The premise of "The Alexandria Link"
is that if there were ancient texts to prove that the Old Testament had been mistranslated, the conflicting Arab
and Israeli claims to Palestine might be understood in a different way.

Berry's characters are barely skin- deep, but he's better than most at this kind of storytelling. He can toss

around terms like the Order of the Golden Fleece, the Septuagint, the Magellan Billet, the Codex Sinaiticus
JanFebruary 2007MarSunMonTueWedThuFriSat282930311234567891011121314151617181920212223242526272812345678910(Contiued on page
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