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Letter From the Editor

Over 30,000 downloads
Worldwide

Hello Brothers

Well we had the summer
recharge the batteries

ryone again.

O O
c —h
— —h

This month we expanded upon the monthly pc
came from the Knights Templar. | included a couple of great articles that
really stress the authors point for a positive or negative opinion while illus-

trating it with many examples.

Also, many brothers have come to the aid when | sent out a call for submis-
sions all have been an awesome addition to the feel of the magazine. There

were a whopping 8 submissions this month!!!!

Great job to all.

Your Brotherd Cory

Cory Sigler

Corsig3@yahoo.com
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Brother;

Where did you get the information that either or Roosevelt ,(Pres. of the USA), died in 1924 of Pdllot?

true at all.

Also, story of the NH Tax evader; Randy Weaver's wife was also killed in the Ruby raid, her body was 1

moved for quite a while due to the stand off.

B/Regards for more accurate reportingohn J. MillePM

Score = 2 for Bro. John and ( -2) for Bro. Cory. Well you see John, because this publication is
done in my spare time 70% by myself (thank you Lance & Bill for adding to the other 28%, and
2% from the readers who send stuff in.) | rely on material found in books, websites and other
sources of information.

The information regarding President Roosevelt came from a book that provided things that
happened in time as it related to famous masons. As a whole | would say that the majority is
spot on but of course some stuff will fall in between the cracks.

The articles found in oMasons in the news?od
wrong | blame the reporter LOL. | hope that they check their facts better than | do!

Hopefully the rest of the magazine proved interesting and informative.

c

(

1ot re-

b me

Greetings, Bro. Cory.

I'm taking a look at the August issue of TWTM as | write this. I look forward to reading the
remainder of the e  -zine, but feel compelled to point out some inaccuracies in the "This
Month in History" page.

- Count Basie's name was William, and his last name was spelled Basie, not Basey. He
was known by friends as Bill.

- Teddy Roosevelt died January 6, 1919 of a coronary embolism.
- Franklin Roosevelt died April 12, 1945 of a cerebral hemorrhage.

- Warren Harding's middle initial was G.
Nit - picks, to be sure, but thought you might like to know.
Congratulations on another issue. I look forward to the rest.

Best fraternal regards,

Robert T. Addleman, Jr.

PDDGM, Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania

WM Lodge Ad Lucem No. 812, Pittsburgh, PA

PTPM Gourgas Lodge of Perfection, Valley of Pittsburgh, PA, AASR, NMJ
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_This Month in History

September

=l
1 19th 1776. Bro. GéeobhdWl Batkenanch2gth YSPaesident

farewell address to the nation was pub- William McKinley a member of Hiram
lished this day. Lodge No 21 is shot. He died 8 days later.

A are 1783, Treal PR o Coubesceng Ay o

. : : member of Catoosa Lodge No. 185.
the American Revolution was signed by g
3 Americans, Brothers Benjamin Franklln,ﬂ sth 1925. Born actor
John Adams and John Jay. Brother Peter Sellers.

Made famous for his role
eag Inspector Clouseau in

the Pink Panther movies.

en

A 21 siiSirl 8
Walter Scott

¢ 15th 1857: Born Howard 1 11th 1944. Brothers
Taft, the 27th President Winston Churchill

from 19091913 and F D Roosevelt meet in Canada for
the 2nd conference in Quebec.
1 3rd 1874:Born in Hungry, brother Harry

Houdini. Made a Mason in St. Cecile 1 22nd 1989. Died Brother
Lodge No 568. Irving Berlin aged 101 years

old.

¢ 9th 1890. Borf Harland Davis Sand-
ersin better known as

Colonel Sanders
founder of Kentucky

Fried Chicken.

1 3rd 1993 Died Brother

John J Robinson, renowned historian and
researcher. Aut hor of ¢
Freemasonryo and oBorn

a few months after joining the Cratft.
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KEITH STOCKLEY’S BOOKS
Owver the past 18 years | have written/compiled 16 books, mostly as a result
of my Masonic research. Due to a change in circumstances it is now
necessary for me to market some of these books in order to finance further research.

NOW AVAILABLE
THE FULFILLED PROMISE

The epic story of the only Masonic organisation formed from soldiers in
the Holy Land in WWA1. Full of enigmas & puzzles this group made
Masonic history by achieving the impossible, an event never done
before and which will never be done again! KST examined in detail
and also a résume of Freemasonry in the Middle East up to 1918,
240 Size AS pages. Contains rare and unique photographs and
109 biographies. Fully indexed.

Price AU$ 20.00 or US% 17.50 plus postage ( see rates below)

Hasonic Hpsteries — over 100 pages size A4, also includes P e
Masonic Mystery Men as well as a Hall of Fame. Fully fu“fﬂﬂl?vfﬂ‘i’ﬁsum
Nustrated and easily readable, this book will astound you.

Did you know that medieval Masons had a secret code?
One that you have seen many hundreds, if not thousands, “
of times? Contains many riddles, enigmas, puzzles and
Mysteries. An absolute must for your book shelf.

Price AU$15.00 or US5$ 13.00 plus postage ( see rates

balow)
IN THE BEGINNING -
IN THE The shaping & development of Freemasonry by reference to the people,

BRGINNING places and personalities of our Masonic past, including references to the
oldest Masonic manuscripts yet discovered. A small but thought provoking
book which gives the reader a clearer and easily understandable view of the
meaning and purpose of the craft today.

-EREEEE | Price AU% 8.00 or US% 6.50 plus postage( see rates below)

THROUGH THE KEYHOLE

An exciting and fascinating treasure house of many of the myths, legends and personalities of our Masonic
past. Divided into stories of 2 minutes, 5 minutes and 7 minutes duration. ldeal for short educational
presentations  in Lodge or at the Festive Board or for lodge magazines. 180 X A5 pages including
illustrations. Price AUE 15 or US$ 13.00 Plus Postage ( see rates below)

MASONIC TRIVIA - An Aladdin’s cave of fascinating information which will amaze & astound you.
Price AUE12.50 or USH 10.75 (Plus postage)

MASONIC DATES & EVENTS - What happenead in history? This is an illustrated liturgy of the past
as it involved Freemasonry and Freemasons. Motated month by month, plus an impressive chronology
of world events as they affected the craft from 926 AD to 2002. Price AU$10.00 or USE 8.50 plus postage.

NON MASCNIC BOOKS
Include “A Few Words”™ — original speeches and toasts for all occasions.
“Message of a Master” - Know the outcome of every venture before you even start it.
Tells you how to harness your hidden powers that lie within each of us.
“The Alternate Key" - The indispensable tool for all offices. Absolutely remarkakble.

There are many more books of a Masonic nature that are no longer in print and which will
be re-issued over the next few months.

Orders should be emailed to me at : landstock02@optusnet.com.au

Postage from Sydney Australia varies depending on weight — specific costs will be advised before
Mailing.
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Order of the Eastern Star  -- I'm not worthy!

Rick Sigsby / Columnist
Some of you might remember the movie or Saturday Nig
line uttered from the participants, Garth and Wayne

So whom might | check with to find out if | was worthy? Donna Bierlein,
the current Worthy Matron and Susan Phenix, Past Matron of the Gladwin
White Clover Chapter #84, Order of

You also might recall that a month ago | did a column on the Gladwin Ma-
sonic Lodge #397 and what some peo
the Masons. | soon discovered after that column came out there are people
who think the Eastern Stars are also some kind of cult. As | found out with
the Mason$ wrong!

Actually, the Order of the Eastern Star is the largest fraternal organization

in the world that both men and women can join. There are approximately
10,000 chapters with over 1 million members under the General Grand
Chapter, which oversees the 6Stars

The Grand Chapter system oversees the local chapters and both Donna and Susan have served as state committee n
bers. Susan has also served as an officer (the Grand Warder) at the state level. The White Clover Chapter #84, which
in the case of a Mason Lodge number, indicates in 1891 Gladwin established the 84th chapter in Michigan.

The Order of the Eastern Star was started in 1850 by a lawyer/educator named Robert Morris, a Freemason from Bos
The organization was created to give the entire family a social purpose with similar but separate association with the
principles of the Masonic Temple.

For a man to belong to the Stars he must be a member in good standing with the Masons and a woman member must
have a Masonic affiliation. |l 6d write out the list o
that connection.

Still the rumors persist about the Eastern Stars being a secret society and even some extremists think they participate
occult practices. What | found was, as in any organization, there are certain things you learn after you join.

So my mission was to start my own AMythbusterso inve

several of the Stars great meat pasties, which they make as a fundraiser three times a year, | tried to be impartial. Anc
fact that they offered me an opportunity to read the entire Eastern Star Ritual Book right up front made me very suspi-
cious.

These ladies were either "throw him off with kindness" crafty or not very secretive. Actually | discovered they were
both.

ROR: Sometimes the Eastern Star is referred to as the female Masons. What exactly is the Order of the Eastern Star
ganization?

(Continued on pagg
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(Continued from padgg

Susan: The Eastern Star is a charitable organization with both men and women. Both the
Masons and Eastern Star are very family oriented and place an emphasis on family in-
volvement.

Donna: Because the Masons are exclusively for men, the founder Robert Morris felt it was
important to have an organization that included women. The ritual book has the five sto-
ries of the heroines of the bible, which are the fundamentals and principles of our organi-
zation.

ROR: Was it originally a womenos organ—|7—a—t1|—o—n99—Howcan ouheI.TWT

Susan: No, women have always been the leaders of the Eastern Star through the W&eimgl me a page or two
Grand Matron at the state | evel and | aboutyourtdge gntvehy 6 s
included from the beginning as long as they are Masons in good standing. you think itds
scribe what you are doing
ROR: There are the five points in your organization symbol. Can you tell me the namesnake a difference , if
colors and symbols they represent? there is any special history
or brothers associated to
Donna: The names of each point (heroine) are Adah, Ruth, Esther, Martha and Elecia.Include some pictures
Each one represents the beliefs that Eastern Star is based on. and show the whole world
why you are proud of your
Susan: They were each assigned a color to distinguish themselves and a symbol thqbb%i@'e-
sents their story. Adah the daughter, her symbol is the sword and veil: she was slain by the
sword and she lifted her veil so her father could see her. Ruth the widow, a sheaf of A
wheat; she gathered food by gleaning the wheat. Esther the wife is a crown and scepiare you recently gone
she was a queen and saved her people. Martha the sister is a broken column, whichthépugh a degree and want
sents no one can be bigger than life. And Electa the mother is the cup; that represents share your experience?
charity and hospitality. A

ROR: As in the Masons, there seems to be a feeling there are secrets in the Eastern2®8/@n interesting news
How do you answer the questions about the organization being secretive? story regarding the craft
send it over.

Donna: We do have words that can be used to identify a sister or brother within the or- A
gani zation, which you |l earn after you?—?@aﬁarie\ﬁl%o&(geﬂd but

Susan: You receive exclusive or privileged information that makes our organization SPEE" & review.

cial to belong to, as with any fraternal group. A
_ . L Write an original article
ROR: Do you consider the Eastern Star a religious organization? about anything you think

. . o , the readers of TWT would
Donna: There are no religious restrictions other than believing in a supreme being. Pg

sonal beliefs can differ as in the Christians, Muslims or Jews but all are welcome. Hjoy

ROR: How long has the Gladwin Easter Star chapter been chartered and why is it called
the White Clover chapter?

Susan: We were chartered in 1891 as the 84th chapter in Michigan.

Donna: As far as our chapter being called White Clov
|l 6ve researched and candé6t find out why. There must h
know what it was. And just to clarify one misunderstanding from your previous column

on the Masons, your column implied the Masons purchased the Presbyterian Church in

(Continued on pagg
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1902. In fact, the Eastern Stars purchased the church. Also the Masons sit in the East and we stand in the East.

ROR: Wel | , |l 6m gl ad for the chance to set Of f The Re
have in its peak years and what is the current membership?

Donna: We had real good attendance until the | ate 19
ship was 71.

ROR: The Beaverton Eastern Stars merged with the Col
Clover chapter?

Donna: They merged with Coleman in the 1:9®byear.

Susan: The primary reason they went to Coleman was the time factor, getting it done in time. We were dark (not con-
ducting meetings) in July and August and they wanted the transfer completed before October. Coleman at that time
stayed open in the summer months.

ROR: What charities do the Eastern Stars support?

Susan: Locally we support the Special Olympics, Gladwin skate park, PTO, the Hospice duck race; we give scholarshi
to |l ocal students, the Heart and Diabetes associatio
Daughters and the Order of DeMolay.

Donna: We dondét turn down very many.

ROR: What do Stars do for fun?

Donna: We have a great time working together on various projects. You saw us yesterday making those meat pasties.
We were managing to have fun while working.

I support and

ROR: Thatodés definitely one fundraiser
t hi ink there is too m

me. Let me ask you his. Do you th
formal ceremonies?

Donna: I woul dndét <call it pageantry. The initiation
very important.

Susan: We do wear formals for special occasions but are also very formal in our introductions during meetings, which
also a part of our traditions.

ROR: How long have you each been involved in the Eastern Star?
Donna: |l 6ve been involved for 25 years.
Susan: Since 1972, so | guess that would be 35 years

ROR: What is the one thing you want people to know about the Eastern Star?

Donna: As mentioned before, there is a | ot of emphas
accompli shments and contributions and so many of the
do.

ROR: And you should be. Thank you, ladies.
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Secretive societies face membership challenges
By Andrei Bondoreff

Masons and Odd Fellows might seem mysterious, but both organizations played an important part in the dev
opment of Greater Victoria

They are iconic secret societies with close historical links to wealth and power.
Victoria Masons and Odd Fellows have been part of the fabric of the city by
doing charity work, leading commerce and providing political leadership since
the Gold Rush era. Recently, howeve
challenges that raise questions about their future.

Their exclusivity, secret methods of recognition, cryptic ceremonies and per-
ceived influence have |l ong stimul at
are thought to be the hidden hands behind the selection of important leaders,
the operation of high finance and monumental diplomatic manoeuvres.

No group has been identified with this elitism and mystery more than the Ma-
sons. Their origins are shrouded in secrecy. A preponderance of Masonic lit-
erature traces the groupo6s beginnin
century, but many other authors have pointed to a lineage that runs back to the
Knights Templaii and even as far back as ancient Egypt.

The beginnings of Masonry in Victoria can be traced to the Gold Rush, with the first recorded meeting taking

place in 1858. The societybs members hgovemorhgen p
mi ers and entrepreneurs. Theyodove done i mportant
their keystones are found in many of Victoriads

the society faces serious modern challenges, says Stephen Godfrey, the Grand Master of Masonic orders in
B.C.

AOur | argest membership in B.C. was in 1962, but
at about 10,000 people now. o

A significant sign of the times is the absence of DeMolays in Viétarislasonic order for youth aged-20

that once thrived and functioned as a precursor to membership in the official lodge. Public perceptions have
undoubtedly played a part in the Masonds members
lines or candidates needing to be politically powerful and wealthy are legion.

Godfrey bristles when asked about these stereotypes and says that the group does not recruit from any part
lar demographic.

People out there believe more about Masons than
The only secrets are our words of recognition a
any religion and any race. We welcome all men. People join because they want to learn about values, virtue
and philosophy. o

i
g

According to Godfrey, the minimum requirements for a nominee to join the group include believing in a su-
preme being and being of good mor al character. O
dency and be nominated by at | east two existing

(Continued on paf&)
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concordant bodies within the group.

Like the Masons, the Odd Fellows are another local secret society whose origins and future are unclear.
Aut hors such as Joseph Powley have traced the gr
l ows 6 | it er a-canturg England. ©dd $elldws claim&heiheccentric name was given to them
more than 250 years ago by the English public, who believed that individuals extending aid to strangers were
Afoddo.

The group has been active in Victoria since 1864 and its heritage building on Douglas Street (with its myster
ous thredink chain moniker) has intrigued the public since 1887.

Odd Fell ows, who are dedicated to fAFriendship, L
phans and widows before Canadads social safety n
charitable work, but their capabilities have become limited as their membership has declined.

AThere used to be a Lodge in every major town in
Secretary Dino Fiorin.

AOur peaWomwlad War 2. Ever since, webve seen a st
age at the moment is between 65 and 70. We have

Like the Masons, the Odd Fellows require potential members to be of good moral character and believe in a
supreme being. A committee of members then assesses candidates.

The membership of Masons and the Odd Fellows are similar, in that membership is based on closely guarde
secrets that include passwords for their ranks o
they welcome women to all their organizations.

The Masons and Odd Fellowswo organizations that thrived for so long and have left such an indelible mark
on Victoriaods society through architecture, busi
widowed)i face important questions about how they can ensure their future survival.

This process may involve changing their approach to an issue that has, ironically, brought them the most att
tion; namely, secrecy.

A Few Famous Canadian Freemasons

John A. Macdonald (also an Odd Fellow) , John G. Diefenbaker, Amor de Cosmos, Sir Richard McBride
Harl and C. Brewster, John D. Macl ean, Byron fABo
John D. Eaton (Eatoné6és), John Mol son (beer), Lo
(magazine), Lord Thomson , Chief Tecumseh, J.H. Bloedel (Mac Blo) ,Robert Butchart (gardens), Sir Ar-
thur Currie , Charles Woodward (stores)
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Last mont hDidIMasargykiandout ofithe disbanded Knights Templar? "

| personally thought that the results would have been more one sided but clearly there is still an
uncertain conclusion among the brethren. I 6m no

Hereds what some of the TWT readers had

| guess that it is possible, however | doubt it. WE WILL NEVER KNOW FOR SURE WILL WE?

Bro. Bob Carter PM , Missouri

Dear Sir and Good Brother,
| have voted NO.

None of the known practices of the Knights Templar were apparent in the early rituals knowhévers.
mind the modifications to the rituals since the late 1600s.

My personal take on this is that architecture developed over many centuries, including the arch and keystonge
possibly from the middleast countries, who have used the vaulted arch at about the time of its development
in western Europe.

It is quite possible, however, that the KT protected those who had gained the knowledge necessary for that

ticular and all important piece of agriculturB.ut t he fAmasterds cane, or sti
measurement tools used inthdWe nt ury (hand span, handbés breadth
an inch in English], were used before the Templ a

By the way, did | tell you about the fortress/castle of Guédelon, sasghof ParisZGo to

(Continued on paf8)
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